Digitzing the Meerkat Meade Video Collection
The Collection


Purpose/Philosophy



Viewing Collection: time-shifting & convenience




We are not cinephiles, we just want our programs & movies available




“We don’t watch TV; we have a machine to watch TV for us”





Forget editing commercials




“Videotape is cheap”





When in doubt, tape it





Once it’s taped, save it




Most things recorded at six-hour speed


History



Two Collections Merge



New series



Overwhelmed!


Arrangement



Labeling




Numbers & Letters





Letter series




Handwritten labels




Computer-printed labels





Color-coding





Sleeves



Catalog




Handwritten paper catalog




Computerized catalog a convenience





Alphabetizing & adding easier





Print out paper catalog every so often





Printout gets unwieldy after 50 pages




Computerized catalog a necessity





List to database






Multiple sort possibilities






Enhanced search capability






Extra info to include in database




Paperless – printout too much of a chore & too confining






Color-coding linked to labels




Cataloging individual tapes a chore



Storage




Upright on bookshelves



Custom shelves





Dimensions





Capacity - how many tapes per linear meter




Orientation






Maximum storage density






Cardboard sleeves protect from dust

Digitizing

Why Digitize?



DVD Recorders & Media are available & cheap enough




“We now have a machine to watch the TV that the other machine watched for us.”



Digital format = path to the future


Arrangement



Labeling




Numbers only: four digits (should take us to next digital format)




Case inserts - print in conjunction with database



Catalog




Work from a copy of tape database - keep old catalog for reference




For entire tape, just replace tape number with DVD number





For partial tapes or newly-recorded stuff, mix number-change with new-entry






Include commercial DVDs - new entries




Find a way to indicate duplicates/already-on-DVDs




Uncataloged tapes - transfer as-is





Easier to catalog a DVD than a tape




New fields - i.e. date recorded



Storage




Cases




Type of case





Color-coding






New color every 5






Spine tag every 10




Shelving





Adapting existing shelves






Height - OK






Depth - may need to stack old videos behind






Capacity - how many discs per linear meter





New shelving - same height/width, less depth





Shelving for commercial DVDs

Procedures



Disc quality



The 6.5-hour speed


Chaptering - auto-chapter as frequently as possible



Recording new stuff


Transferring old tapes




Identifying what doesn’t need to be transferred





Co-ordinate with catalog





Use a Sharpie to cross off items on tape label




Unattended vs. attended recording





Unattended best for entire tapes




Forms



The Problem of Tracking




Review each DVD when complete




What to do with old tapes?





Marking ones that have been transferred





Dispose or store?




How long will this take?




Have a few VCRs in reserve


Improvements


Multiple DVD recorders



High-speed digitizing?

